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Subpart A—General

§ 6.100 Purpose and policy.
(a) The National Environmental Pol-

icy Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq., as implemented by Executive Or-
ders 11514 and 11991 and the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regula-
tions of November 29, 1978 (43 FR 55978)
requires that Federal agencies include
in their decision-making processes ap-
propriate and careful consideration of
all environmental effects of proposed
actions, analyze potential environ-
mental effects of proposed actions and
their alternatives for public under-
standing and scrutiny, avoid or mini-
mize adverse effects of proposed ac-
tions, and restore and enhance environ-
mental quality as much as possible.
The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) shall integrate these NEPA fac-
tors as early in the Agency planning

processes as possible. The environ-
mental review process shall be the
focal point to assure NEPA consider-
ations are taken into account. To the
extent applicable, EPA shall prepare
environmental impact statements
(EISs) on those major actions deter-
mined to have significant impact on
the quality of the human environment.
This part takes into account the EIS
exemptions set forth under section
511(c)(1) of the Clean Water Act (Pub.
L. 92–500) and section 7(c)(1) of the En-
ergy Supply and Environmental Co-
ordination Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93–319).

(b) This part establishes EPA policy
and procedures for the identification
and analysis of the environmental im-
pacts of EPA-related activities and the
preparation and processing of EISs.

§ 6.101 Definitions.
(a) Terminology. All terminology used

in this part will be consistent with the
terms as defined in 40 CFR part 1508
(the CEQ Regulations). Any qualifica-
tions will be provided in the definitions
set forth in each subpart of this regula-
tion.

(b) The term CEQ Regulations means
the regulations issued by the Council
on Environmental Quality on Novem-
ber 29, 1978 (see 43 FR 55978), which im-
plement Executive Order 11991. The
CEQ Regulations will often be referred
to throughout this regulation by ref-
erence to 40 CFR part 1500 et al.

(c) The term environmental review
means the process whereby an evalua-
tion is undertaken by EPA to deter-
mine whether a proposed Agency ac-
tion may have a significant impact on
the environment and therefore require
the preparation of the EIS.

(d) The term environmental informa-
tion document means any written anal-
ysis prepared by an applicant, grantee
or contractor describing the environ-
mental impacts of a proposed action.
This document will be of sufficient
scope to enable the responsible official
to prepare an environmental assess-
ment as described in the remaining
subparts of this regulation.

(e) The term grant as used in this
part means an award of funds or other
assistance by a written grant agree-
ment or cooperative agreement under
40 CFR chapter I, subpart B.
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